Claims 1 - 118 were previously cancelled. 



1 1 9. (cancelled) A c lo ar i nghous e s e n/ o r syst e m m e thod for r o c ei ving from 
publish e rs of works of authorship offers of l i consos, pr o sonting tho offers to pot e nt i a l 
li c e ns ee s, and acknow le dg i ng acc e ptanc e s without i nt e rm e d i at e human act i v i ty, 
compr i s i ng: 

(a) pr e s e nt i ng on a comput e r n e twork li c e ns e off e r i ng r e g i strat i on w e b pag e s 
usable by a p l ura l ity of pub l ish e rs to e nt e r for ea ch of a p l ura l ity of works of authorsh i p 
i nformat i on to i d e nt i fy th e work and al l t e rms for off e r i ng a l ic e ns e to make a use of th e 
work; 

(b) rec e iv i ng on th e r e g i stration w e b pag e s from a f i rst comput e r and a s e cond 
comput e r on th e n e twork i nformat i on for a f i rst r e g i strat i on r e cord for a f i rst work of 
authorsh i p from a f i rst pub li sh e r and for a s e cond r e g i str a t i on r e cord for a s e cond work of 
authorship from a s e cond pub li sh e r; 

(c) stor i ng on th e s e rv e r syst e m a first r e g i strat i on r e cord and a s e cond 
r e g i strat i on record, th e data stor e d i n th e f i rst r e g i strat i on r e cord sp e c i fy i ng an i d e nt i f ie r 
of th e f i rst work of authorsh i p and a l l t e rms for off e r i ng to li c e ns e th e f i rst work of 
a uthorsh i p; 

(d) r e c ei v i ng from a th i rd comput e r on th e n e twork th e i d e nt i f ie r of th e f i rst work of 
a uthorsh i p and, i n r e spons e , pr e s e nt i ng to th e third comput e r a li c e ns e off e r i ng w e b 
pag e i ncorporat i ng a ll of th e terms for off e r i ng a l ic e ns e to mak e a us e of th e f i rst work of 
a uthorsh i p; and 

( e ) r e c ei v i ng from th e third comput e r on the n e twork a m e ssag e i nd i cating 
acc e pt a nc e of th e off e r e d t e rms and r e spond i ng to th e th i rd comput e r w i th a m e ssag e 
th a t th e a cc e pt a nc e has be e n rece i ved and acknow lo dg o d. 

120. (amended) Tho mothod of c l aim 119 whoro i n tho registrat i on wob pagos 
usabl e to e nt e r a ll t e rms for off e ring a li c e ns e to mak e a us e of a work of a uthorsh i p 
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compr i s e A clearinghouse server system method for receiving from publishers of works of 
authorship offers of licenses with default rules and prices, presenting the offers to 
potential licensees, and acknowledging acceptances without intermediate human activity, 
comprising: 

(a) presenting on a computer network license offering registration web pages 
usable by a plurality of publishers to enter for each of a plurality of works of authorship 
information to identify the work and all terms for offering a license to make a use of the 
work, including fields for entry of default business rules and default prices to be used by 
the system for a plurality of works from a single publisher: 

(b) receiving on the registration web pages from a first computer on the network 
information for first default business rules and prices and a selection of the default rules 
and prices for a first registration record for a first work of authorship from a first publisher 
and storing on the server system a first registration record specifying an identifier of the 
first work of authorship and all terms for offering to license the first work of authorship: 

(c) receiving on the registration web pages from a second computer on the 
network information for a second registration record for a second work of authorship from 
a second publisher and storing on the server system a second registration record, the 
data stored in the second registration record specifying an identifier of the second work 
of authorship and all terms for offering to license the second work of authorship: 

(d) receiving from a third computer on the network the identifier of the first work of 
authorship and, in response, presenting to the third computer a license offering web 
page incorporating all of the terms for offering a license to make a use of the first work of 
authorship which terms include the default rules and prices: and 

(e) receiving from the third computer on the network a message indicating 
acceptance of the offered terms: and 

(f) responding to the third computer with a message that the acceptance has 
been received and acknowledged . 
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121. (previously presented) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 119 whoroin the 
informat i on for a first r e gistrat i on r e cord compr i s e s A clearinghouse server system 
method for receiving from publishers of works of authorship offers of licenses which 
incorporate previously entered default rules and prices, presenting the offers to potential 
licensees, and acknowledging acceptances without intermediate human activity, 
comprising: 

fa) presenting on a computer network license offering registration web pages 
usable by a plurality of publishers to enter for each of a plurality of works of authorship 
information to identify the work and all terms for offering a license to make a use of the 
work, including a reference to default license offering terms previously established in the 
server system for a publisher: 

(b) receiving on the registration web pages from a first computer on the network 
information for a first registration record for a first work of authorship from a first publisher 
including a reference to default license offering terms previously established on the 
server system for the first publisher and storing on the server system a first registration 
record specifying an identifier of the first work of authorship and all terms for offering to 
license the first work of authorship which terms include at least one of the default rules or 
prices: 

(c) receiving on the registration web pages from a second computer on the 
network information for a second registration record for a second work of authorship from 
a second publisher and storing on the server system a second registration record 
specifying an identifier of the second work of authorship and all terms for offering to 
license the second work of authorship: 

(d) receiving from a third computer on the network the identifier of the first work of 
authorship and, in response, presenting to the third computer a license offering web 
page incorporating all of the terms for offering a license to make a use of the first work of 
authorship, at least one of which is a default rule or price: 

(e) receiving from the third computer on the network a message indicating 
acceptance of the offered terms: 
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(f) and responding to the third computer with a message that the acceptance has 
been received and acknowledged . 

122. (previously presented) The method of claim 121 wherein the default 
license offering terms comprise prices that change based on publication date. 

123. (previously presented) The method of claim 121 wherein the default 
license offering terms comprise prices that change based on date that the license is 
accepted. 

124. (previously presented) The method of claim 123 wherein the prices 
decline overtime. 

125. (amended) The method of claim 449- 129 wherein, before a registration 
record is stored on the server system, an operator of the computer that provides the 
information for the registration record must first enter a name and a password which 
must match a name and a password stored on the server system. 

126. (amended) Th e m e thod of c l aim 1 1 9 further compris i ng, A clearinghouse 
server system method for receiving from publishers of works of authorship offers of 
licenses, presenting the offers to potential licensees, and, in response to acceptances, 
without intermediate human activity, transmitting a copy of a work, comprising: 

(a) presenting on a computer network license offering registration web pages 
usable by a plurality of publishers to enter for each of a plurality of works of authorship 
information to identify the work and all terms for offering a license to make a use of the 
work: 
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(b) receiving on the registration web pages from a first computer and a second 
computer on the network information for a first registration record for a first work of 
authorship from a first publisher and for a second registration record for a second work of 
authorship from a second publisher: 

(c) storing on the server system a first registration record and a second 
registration record, the data stored in the first registration record specifying an identifier 
of the first work of authorship and all terms for offering to license the first work of 
authorship: 

(d) receiving from a third computer on the network the identifier of the first work of 
authorship and, in response, presenting to the third computer a license offering web 
page incorporating all of the terms for offering a license to make a use of the first work of 
authorship: and 

(e) receiving from the third computer on the network a message indicating 
acceptance of the offered terms, responding to the third computer with a message that 
the acceptance has been received and acknowledged, and after th e m e ssag e i nd i cat i ng 
acc e ptanc e i s r e c ei v e d, sending to the third compute r via the network an electronic copy 
of the work of authorship. 

127. (previously presented) The method of claim 126 wherein the electronic 
copy includes electronically coded text. 

128. (amended) Th e m e thod of cl a im 1 19 furth e r comprising. A clearinghouse 
server system method for receiving from publishers of works of authorship offers of 
licenses, presenting the offers to potential licensees, and, in response to acceptances, 
without intermediate human activity, printing a copy of a work, comprising: 

(a) presenting on a computer network license offering registration web pages 
usable by a plurality of publishers to enter for each of a plurality of works of authorship 
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information to identify the work and all terms for offering a license to make a use of the 
work; 

(b) receiving on the registration web pages from a first computer and a second 
computer on the network information for a first registration record for a first work of 
authorship from a first publisher and for a second registration record for a second work of 
authorship from a second publisher: 

(c) storing on the server system a first registration record and a second 
registration record, the data stored in the first registration record specifying an identifier 
of the first work of authorship and all terms for offering to license the first work of 
authorship: 

(d) receiving from a third computer on the network the identifier of the first work of 
authorship and, in response, presenting to the third computer a license offering web 
page incorporating all of the terms for offering a license to make a use of the first work of 
authorship: 

(e) receiving from the third computer on the network a message indicating 
acceptance of the offered terms, responding to the third computer with a message that 
the acceptance has been received and acknowledged, and 

(f) after the message indicating acceptance is received, the clearinghouse server 
system sending to a printer pr i nt i ng a copy of the work of authorship for printing on paper 
fo ^and delivery. 

129. (amended) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 119 wh e r ei n th e st e p of r e sponding to 
th e th i rd comput e r w i th a m e ssag e that th e acc e ptanc e has b ee n r e c ei ved and 
acknow le dg e d furth e r i s supp le m e nt e d w i th a st e p o f A clearinghouse server system 
method for receiving from publishers of works of authorship offers of licenses, presenting 
the offers to potential licensees, acknowledging acceptances without intermediate human 
activity, and publishing on a publicly accessible network records of licenses granted, 
comprising: 
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(a) presenting on a publicly accessible computer network license offering 
registration web pages usable by a plurality of publishers to enter for each of a plurality 
of works of authorship information to identify the work and all terms for offering a license 
to make a use of the work: 

(b) receiying on the registration web pages from a first computer and a second 
computer on the network information for a first registration record for a first work of 
authorship from a first publisher and for a second registration record for a second work of 
authorship from a second publisher: 

(c) storing on the server system a first registration record and a second 
registration record, the data stored in the first registration record specifying an identifier 
of the first work of authorship and all terms for offering to license the first work of 
authorship: 

(d) receiving from a third computer on the network the identifier of the first work of 
authorship and, in response, presenting to the third computer a license offering web 
page incorporating all of the terms for offering a license to make a use of the first work of 
authorship: 

(e) receiving from the third computer on the network a message indicating 
acceptance of the offered terms and responding to the third computer with a message 
that the acceptance has been received and acknowledged: and 

(f) storing a record of the accepted license and making the record available for 
look-up from any computer on the publicly accessible network. 

130. (amended) The method of claim 44^ 129 wherein the step of presenting 
license offering registration web pages is performed in a first server in the server system 
and the step of presenting to the third computer a licensing web page is performed in a 
second server in the server system. 
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131 . (amended) The method of claim 44^ 129 wherein functions of the server 
system are distributed across a plurality of physical computers and at least one of the 
server system steps is performed in the first computer. 

132. (amended) The method of claim 449- 129 f urther comprising publishing 
from a server on the network the first work of authorship in which the identifier of the first 
work of authorship is embedded such that, when the first work of authorship is displayed 
on the third computer and a user of the third computer clicks on a hot spot in the work of 
authorship, the embedded identifier is used to form a network address that links the third 
computer to the license offering web page for the first work of authorship. 
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